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The Council has recently held its Annual Meeting where it elected a new Chairman of the 

Council, Councillor John Balcombe, who represents Aylesford South and starts his 4 year 

term of office.  Councillor Tom Shelley, who represents Walderslade ward, was appointed as 

the Vice Chairman of the Council.  Colin Jones has also been co-opted to the Council to 

represent Eccles ward which means that the Council now has 17 members out of a total of 20.  

This means that there are currently 3 vacancies in Aylesford South. 

 

In addition to electing a new Chairman, the Council also saw the retirement of Councillor 

Roger Gledhill at the end of his 4 year term as Chairman of the Council.   He felt that his 

term of office had been a most enjoyable period presiding over a significant progressive 

change in how the Council ran its services from being an authority which spent very little on 

its community to one which is happy to spend for the benefit of its community whilst 

ensuring that each spend meets the community aspirations as well as providing good value 

for money.  Councillor Gledhill will be continuing on the Council representing Eccles ward.    

 
Ferryfield 

The Council is very pleased that the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) which it put into the 

Ferryfield is still a very popular facility for children in the area.  The Ferryfield has also seen 

a continued use of this area by the junior football team APM Holtwood and by the Minis 

section of the Aylesford Rugby Club.  The Council has been proud to give these clubs free 

use of the park as part of its policy to promote youth sporting activity in the Parish whether 

here or in any of its other parks.  However if there are any other suggestions for 

improvements or new facilities that could be provided they would be gratefully received by 

the Council and would be given very careful consideration. 

 

Forstal Road Recreation Ground 

The Forstal Road recreational ground is the home of the Aylesford Football Club but is also a 

very important recreational facility for all of the community in Aylesford. As part of its plan 

to provide facilities for the whole community the Council renovated the old tennis courts and 

brought this piece of land back into use.  The Council converted half of the site into a MUGA 

similar to that facility in the Ferryfield but also retained the link to tennis by providing 1 

court with a fixed steel net.  The use of these facilities is free and open to the community all 

year round.  However if there are any other suggestions for improvements or new facilities 

that could be provided they would be gratefully received by the Council and would be given 

very careful consideration. 

Aylesford Village 

The Parish Council has continued to pursue the scheme for the improvement to the village 

square despite the difficulties it has had with pushing forward with the design of this scheme.  



The Council believes that this improvement scheme in the village square will introduce a 

much fresher feel to the square making it once again a place where people would like to meet. 

Eccles 

With the car parking problems in the area of Belgrave Street the Council has provided a new 

car park on the land next to the existing allotment site to the north of the current open space 

and existing car park.  The Parish Council opened this new car park in October and it is being 

used by local residents on a regular basis.  It is hoped that this new car park is going part of 

the way to easing the car parking problems in this area particularly at night time.  The 

Council has also improved the surface of the rear access road to Belgrave Street at the same 

time.  The work to improve the much potholed access road to this well used and very well 

received new facility has now been completed. 

The Council has also provided a fence around the play equipment in the Eccles Recreation 

Ground.  This will help parents keeping a watchful eye on their young children as well as 

keeping dogs out. 

The Council is also looking to jointly fund, with your local County Councillor Peter 

Homewood, a pedestrian crossing in Bull Lane and this work is expected to start and be 

completed in the next few months.  Additionally in Bull Lane the Council will be putting in a 

four Christmas Lights on the street lamps near to the location of the Christmas tree.  

Blue Bell Hill 

During the past year the popular Christmas lights scheme in the village has being expanded 

by the Council. Additionally the Council has put in 2 toddler swings and a toddler climbing 

frame and slide in Podkin Meadow and these have been very well received by the local 

community.  If there any other ideas for improvements to the village please let the Council 

know. 

Tunbury and Walderslade  

The Council has put in new play equipment in the Tunbury recreation ground aimed more for 

children above the toddler age group up to and including younger teenagers and these new 

facilities are proving to be very popular.  The Council has provided Christmas lighting in 

other parts of the Parish and has put lights on the very Christmas like tree at the junction of 

Catkin Close and Tunbury Avenue. 

Medway Towpath 

The Council has also been pleased to have supported, including giving a grant of £20000, the 

Kent County Council scheme to reopen the Medway towpath within the Parish boundaries 

and once again having a direct link to Maidstone.  Work will be commencing on this much 

improved path during the forthcoming year. 

 

 



A20 Traffic Problems 

During the year the Council has worked with its neighbours, Ditton and East Malling and 

Larkfield Parish Councils in discussions it has held with Tonbridge and Malling Borough 

Council and Kent County Council to see what could be done to help alleviate the traffic 

congestion problems on the A20.  Through these discussions the parishes have been able to 

get Kent County Council to undertake a traffic survey on the A20 to help identify the 

problems and their hotspots with a view to identifying the measures required to ease these 

problems.  These discussions will continue into the next year with a meeting being held in 

early June to receive the results of the survey and to start to develop the way forward.  These 

discussions are all the more relevant in view of the Local Plan and the likely increased 

pressure on the A20 and adjoining roads arising from the pressure for more development of 

both housing and business. 

Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council Local Plan  

Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council are still proceeding with the review of their Local 

Plan and in particular they will be addressing how to accommodate the increased number of 

houses that will be required in their area as a result of the increased number of houses 

required in the south east.  In the forthcoming year this consultation process will continue and 

it is very likely that formal consultation will start in the autumn and the Parish Council will 

be responding to this in a very positive way seeking the best outcome for the Parish. 

Parish Council Vacancies 

The Council currently has 3 vacancies in the Aylesford South ward and if you are interested 

in representing your local community by joining the Council please contact the Clerk on 

info@aylesfordparishcouncil.org.uk.    

Community Newsletter 

The Parish Council has started publishing a quarterly newsletter on its website as a means of 

keeping people informed of what’s happening in their community.  To make this work the 

Council would appreciate contributions from within the Parish Community informing the 

whole community of events and community groups in the area.  These newsletters will be 

published quarterly in March, June, September and December with contributions received the 

month before each publication month.  Contributions should be sent to 

Mel@aylesfordparishcouncil.org.uk. 
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